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From The Principal
It is hard to believe that we are almost half way through 
2018.

This morning I had the privilege of attending the Premier’s 
VCE Awards in Melbourne where our 2017 College Dux, 
Nena Washington, was one of 274 students out of more 
than 50,884 who completed VCE last year who were 
recognised for their high achievement.

Nena scored a perfect 50 out of 50 in her study of ‘Media’ 
and she was acknowledged for her efforts.  

Congratulation’s to Nena and her parents, Karen and 
Denis, himself an Old Collegian who began his studies at 
Trinity in 1970.

I also mention Mr Ryan Geary, Nena’s teacher of Media 
last year and all staff who supported Nena in her learning 
in her time at Trinity. 

Congratulations on your dedication to your studies, Nena, 
this public recognition by the Premier of Victoria is greatly 
deserved.

We continue to grow and develop as a College at Trinity 
and part of this growth involves the renewal of our 
physical facilities, our grounds and buildings.

In 2016 we submitted a grant application for funding 

Proposed St Joseph's Resource Centre 3D View

to upgrade and modernise our library and information 
technology rooms.  We were thrilled to learn that we 
have been allocated $500000 by the State Government as 
a result of this application.

These funds will contribute towards the replacement 
of the current St. Joseph’s Wing of the College with the 
construction of a freshly designed contemporary resource 
centre which will house, among other aspects, our library 
and IT resources.
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Proposed St Joseph's Resource Centre 3D View

I take this opportunity to acknowledge and to thank Mrs 
Helen Paatsch for her great service to our College. After 
48 years of service as staff member and as ‘Honorary 
Manager of the Archives’, Helen tendered her resignation 
effective the end of Term 1 this year. Helen volunteered 
her time to research and write ‘Looking Back, 50 Years of 
Trinity College Colac’ which was released as part of our 
Jubilee celebrations last year. Thank you, Helen.

Each edition of The Triune has been developed by Mrs 
Mary Day.  Mary would be known to many of our alumni 
as a parent of Old Collegians, grandparent of a current 
student, Simon (Year 7) and long term staff member of 
Trinity.  Mary has been instrumental in the formation 
of our alumni and in making connections.  Mary has 
decided it is now time for others to continue her work in 

this area and this is the final edition of The Triune that 
she will develop (we do hope that she will continue with 
some input to future editions however!).  On behalf of 
the College I thank Mary for her wonderful contribution 
to the Trinity community and wish her and Bob well as she 
enjoys her retirement.

I trust that you enjoy reading the articles and viewing 
the photos that have been collated in this edition of 
‘The Triune’ and invite all Old Collegians to make your 
contribution to future editions.  We often wonder what 
our Old Collegians are doing now?  Perhaps you can 
contribute an answer.

Virtus Nobilitat,
Tim O’Farrell.
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Science Rooms - Memories

Year 12 Biology Class 1992
Back Row: Rahni Buchanan, 
Peter Uwland, Brendan 
Maher.
Middle Row: Colleen Crook, 
Janelle Russell, Roslyn Koop, 
Jacinta Langdon, Kylie 
Brady, Gemma McGuane.
Front Row: Mrs Betty 
Marwood (Lab Technician), 
Nicole Thompson, Melinda 
Paatsch, Karen McGuane, 
JoAnne Williamson, Chelle 
Rowe.

Coming to Trinity in 1992 to teach my very first VCE 
Biology and Science classes was an exciting time for me. 
I remember being greeted by Betty Marwood in the 
hallway as I was being shown around the College for the 
very first time.

It was late December and the students had finished school. 
Betty, a Lab Technician, was walking up the corridor to 
empty the bins outside. “I know you,” she said. “You are 
Leesa Sharkey from Rochester”. It turns out my Grade 2 
teacher was one of Betty’s sister’s bridesmaids. Betty had 
been told that the new teacher that was to start in her 
area would work out fine. 

After this point Betty and I became great friends and 
colleagues and loved working together. Betty was the type 
of person that took on jobs and just got things done. She 
loved her Science rooms and working with the students. 
I remember that she was a permanent fixture in our Lab 
classes assisting students with microscopes and all sorts 
of equipment.

The two Science rooms at best could be described as 
archaic, but functional. They were 'mission brown' – the 
colour of the era. Chunky wooden benches were in long 
straight rows with gas taps and deep sinks at the end of 
them. The walls consisted of brown bricks and we had 
one little heater that was under the teacher’s bench at 
the front of the room. In those days we had chalk boards 
and wooden platforms to step up onto – almost like we 
were looking down upon the students.

When we found out that the Science rooms were to be 
refurbished we were overjoyed but soon realised that it 
was going to be a big disruption to our normal teaching 
program as we had to pack up everything and move all 
the equipment and chemicals out.

We decided what topics we could manage to teach during 
this time to the different year levels, and Betty set about 
packing “survival boxes” of resources for each of them. 
Betty and I spent a whole weekend packing away the 
equipment and chemicals that were to be stored. 

An exciting part of the planning was visiting other schools 
and looking at more contemporary designs for laboratories, 
so that we might design more functional spaces. The 
design of the times was for student experimental benches 
(4 students) and a separate seating area for classwork.

A large demonstration teacher bench at the front of 
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the room with no wooden platform, and a shiny new 
whiteboard would complete the classroom. The lab 
technician’s room was opened up to accommodate a large 
central island bench to prepare the resources needed for 
classes and a chemical storage area was built to comply 
with incoming safety regulations. A large compactus was 
installed to house many of our resources.

Art teacher Alda Hubbard assisted in designing the colour 
palette to be used in this area of the school. Mint green 
bench-tops, jade coloured cupboards, deep pink trims 
and green speckled lino made it a much brighter and a 
more modern and welcoming space for students. We said 
goodbye to mission brown forever!

Government Assistance partially funded the refurbishment 
of the Rice Wing in 2000 with the addition of a smaller 
room, which became the home of Physics classes and of 
the very successful Robotics Team led by teacher John 
Sturm. The Science rooms were named ‘The Br Clem 
Barrett Science Rooms’ after Principal Clem Barrett (1989 
– 1998).

Over the years Trinity student numbers continued to 
grow, resulting in another Science room being built onto 
the end of the Rice Wing in 2007. We currently have 
three (part-time) great lab technicians who support the 
teaching team.

The Science rooms have continued to evolve over the 
years with improvements in heating and the addition of 
cooling.  Technology upgrades have occurred regularly 
and although we went through the interactive whiteboard 
phase, we now have data projectors and TV’s. Our 
resources continue to be added to each year to ensure we 
deliver a challenging curriculum.

The Science rooms at Trinity are a great place to work!

Leesa Sharkey. Biology Teacher.

Editor: Thank you to Leesa Sharkey for writing this article 
for 'The Triune' and for her help with some of the older 
photos.
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House Athletics - Then and Now
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Trinity College P&F Annual Raffle 
1st Prize: Toyota Corolla Ascent, 5 Door Hatch
Silver, Black Cloth Trim, Auto 1.8L Petrol Engine, Air 
Conditioning, Mobile Phone Connectivity. (Includes on road 
costs)
Car purchased by Trinity College Parents & Friends

2nd Prize: iPad Pro 9.7” 32GB Wi-Fi
Valued at $699 - Kindly donated by Harvey Norman

3rd Prize: Overnight Accommodation - Package for 4
Valued at $550 - Kindly donated by Cumberland Lorne

4th Prize: Segway Trail and Overnight Accommodation for 2
Valued at $270 - Kindly donated by Planet Mud Outdoor Adventures

5th Prize: Laser Tag/Inflatable World Party
Valued at $250 - Kindly donated by Colac Indoor Sports Centre

The raffle will be drawn at 9.00pm on Wednesday, 
20th June during the Trinity College Trivia Night to 
be held in the Trinity College Jubilee Centre.
Tickets are available from Trinity College Reception, 
College families and will be on sale in businesses 
and on the street.
$10 per ticket. Only 6000 tickets available, so the 
odds are good.

WIN A NEW CAR IN 2018

The proceeds this year will be used towards permanent shade structures 
for the College’s recently constructed synthetic oval. 



The Triune 8 Trinity College Colac

Congratulations Nena
College Dux features in Premier’s VCE Awards
Colac’s Nena Washington joined the state’s top-performing 
students at the Premier’s VCE Awards yesterday, which 
recognised her achievement in Media last year.

Nena’s final ATAR score led to her graduating as 2017 dux 
at Trinity College Colac, but a perfect study score of 50 in 
Media also put her among 274 top-performing students 
in the state.

Victorian Education Minister James Merlino congratulated 
her at an awards ceremony for VCE students at the 
Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre yesterday, 
which recognised her among four Media students to 
receive last year’s top score.

Nena’s photography-based work captured hidden-in-
plain-sight moments of teenage life, with a particular 
focus on colour.

But the budding visual-art student only began Media and 
photography in Year 12 after dropping Physics.

“Just follow what you love,” Nena said when asked what 
advice she had for students.

“I struggled in Physics, I tried my best, but it wasn’t 
something I loved or looked forward to studying. Whereas 
with Media I enjoyed it,” she said.

Nena said she accomplished a perfect score by “trying 

different things”, working on her written portfolio and 
“not just settling”.

“I was quite a perfectionist about it,” she said.

Now a creative-arts student at Deakin University, she said 
the award reflected on the efforts made by Trinity College 
Colac teachers and Year 12 students.

“It just reinforces that good things are happening at the 
school,” Nena said.

“There are people out there putting it all in, and I found 
that was the majority; everyone was trying their best.”

Trinity Media teacher Ryan Geary said Nena’s result was 
outstanding for Colac.

“Coming from a country town, it’s unique, because you 
don’t get as much recognition,” he said.

“It just shows that all of our students can achieve and aim 
for the top, especially in a subject like Media.”

Trinity College Colac Principal Tim O’Farrell said the result 
recognised Nena’s hard work.

“This is the first one of these awards for a number of 
years; it’s only every now and then we get a perfect study 
score for any subject.”

By Jackson Graham. 
Re-printed with permission from The Colac Herald.

Mr Tim O'Farrell, Nena Washington, Mr Ryan Geary.
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The first College Production to be performed in the new Jubilee Centre will 
be 'Footloose' the Musical

on the 8th, 9th and 10th August, 2018

Tickets will be available, sometime in July, through Trybooking. 
Watch the College Newsletter and Facebook for release dates and details.

THE MUSICALTHE MUSICAL

Scenes from Former Productions
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Tanzanian Immersion 2017 - Update
In the last edition of 'The Triune' we touched briefly on an Immersion Trip to Tanzania, that was currently in progress 
and promised you an update in this edition. I have asked two of the students who attended to write about a specific 
part of their trip.

For those who aren't aware...At the end of November in 2017, a group of 11 recently graduated Year 12 students, 
together with three teachers, set off on a journey to Tanzania, a country in East Africa, to participate in a sixteen day 
immersion program. Arusha, a city in the north of Tanzania, was chosen as the destination because of the significant 
work done by the Christian Brothers to educate the poor of the region. During their time in Arusha, participants spent 
time at two schools: Edmund Rice Sinon Secondary, where they experienced first-hand the inspiring work done by the 
Christian Brothers, and the School of St Jude, where they witnessed how education is transforming the lives of over 
1,800 children and their families.

Reflections about 
Tanzania
from Michael Bell
Having had months to reflect 
on the Tanzanian immersion, I 
can confidently class it amongst 
the best experiences of my life. 
Whilst the whole trip was a 
continual learning experience, 
the home visit we undertook 
provided me with a substantial 
lesson. Indeed, this opportunity 
to visit a student’s family at their 
home provided an eye-opening 
reminder to what really matters 
in life. 

After being introduced to Lucas, 
a kind and optimistic first-
grader, we took the school bus 
with him to visit his home and 
meet his family. Upon arriving, 
a single-roomed house smaller 
than an average Australian 
bedroom greeted us. This 
single room was shared by 
six members of Lucas’ family, 
with no room to move inside. 
Surprisingly, this tiny one room 
was considered a nicer house 
for the neighbourhood, due 
to its connection to electricity. 
The family’s belongings were 
confrontingly scarce; however, 
we were still received with 

generous hospitality with what little food they possessed. 

It soon became apparent that, despite their absence of material wealth, this family 
was rich in an abundance of love, generosity and compassion for one another and 
others. They were still proud and thankful for one another and everything they 
had and, because of this, they did not consider themselves to be missing out on 
life. Hence, standing at this home was a reminder that material wealth does not 
inherently guarantee a richer, more meaningful, nor more enjoyable life. Indeed, 
it is the social bonds between one another that is invaluable. This was a principal 
reminder to take back to Australia, as it often becomes too easy to become engulfed 
in the continual need to acquire more material goods and to forget the importance 
of these emotional bonds.

Overall, I implore anybody with the opportunity to visit the School of St. Jude and 
the Edmund Rice Sinon Secondary School to do so: it will not be regretted. 

Asante Sana (thank you)! 

Michael Bell.
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Tanzania Trip
from Annabelle Perrett
The day I felt undeniably immersed while in Tanzania 
was the day our immersion group, our bus guide Felix, 
our three favourite members of staff (Wence, Irene and 
Olson) "and a goat" went to visit two different Maasai 
tribes at their bomas (tribal villages). We had been invited 
to be part of the celebrations of a traditional circumcision 
ceremony and were unsure what to expect on our arrival. 

The first tribe we visited was run by a man with 13 wives 
and just over 50 children. This village chief was a gracious 
host, despite my original reservations about the meeting 
due to his polygamous beliefs. After visiting his compound 
and meeting his family, it became obvious to me that my 
opinion didn't matter and was totally irrelevant to the 
issue: what we were observing were traditions that have 
been carried on for thousands of years and the opinion of 
a foreign 18-year old girl did not matter. I think it was my 
realisation of this that made me all the more receptive 
and willing to participate with open eyes to not only the 
rest of the day, but to the events of the whole trip. 

Our visit to the first Maasai boma was cut short due to the 
onset of rain so our group ran back to the bus to prepare 
to wait for the passing of the shower so that we could 
continue our trip to a second boma. After being bogged 
and stranded in the middle of nowhere with no reception 
to call for help, it also became apparent that we were 
slightly lost as we had to take different and unfamiliar 
routes due to the bad weather. About half way through 
our journey, we came across a group of Maasai woman 
who were stuck in a small shelter to protect themselves 
from the bad weather. Our driver asked them if they 
knew the way to the second boma which, to our relief, 
they did: coincidentally they too were headed to the same 
ceremony. In exchange for their generosity, our driver 

generously and with true African hospitality, offered them 
a ride. Imagine a bus crammed with too many people, a 
goat and groceries (all intended as gifts for the villagers) 
slipping and sliding on its route!

The bus could no longer traverse across the slippery roads. 
Excited and eager to discover more, our group exited the 
bus at the second boma and, goat in tow, we walked cross-
country to our destination. By this time, we had actually 
become quite good friends with the goat! The walk was 
difficult due to the muddiness of the ground, particularly 
for me as I had worn thongs which gave me absolutely no 
protection against the glue-like mud. 

On arrival at the boma, we were greeted warmly by 
everyone. This welcome made us all feel very included in 
the ceremony, even though we initially had no idea what 
was happening around us. Our guide Felix, the Visitors’ 
Coordinator at the School of St Jude, was also a Maasai 
warrior. Felix went to great lengths to explain what the 
ceremony entailed and the significance of each aspect. 
The small glimpse of the ceremony that we were able to 
witness was absolutely surreal: it was like an out-of-body 
experience where I felt as if I was above us all and just 
watching myself and our group be completely immersed 
into the Maasai culture. Our experiences that day were 
the complete opposite of my everyday life in Australia but 
that was okay - this was normal in Africa! 

Our trip to Tanzania was itself unforgettable but that day 
in particular will always hold a special place in my heart. 

Annabelle Perrett

Tanzanian Immersion 2018
Preparations are underway for another group of twelve 
graduating students and staff to make a similar trip this 
year.

In preparation for this immersion, the twelve students, 
along with the wider College community, will be raising 
funds that will be used to purchase goods, such as 
sporting equipment and stationery items, all of which 
will be donated to both Tanzanian schools. If you would 
like to make a donation, please contact the school.

Thank you. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Mr Daniel Rodway,
Social Justice Coordinator.
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Is it really 10 Years Ago?

10 Year (2003-2008)  20 Year (1993-1998)  30 Year (1983-1988) 
If you would like to help with the work in arranging your reunion in 2018 please get in touch with your College 
Captain. Basic information has been sent to them to help them in arranging a reunion. It can be a lot of work, if left to 
one person, so please offer your assistance. Recent successful reunions have done a lot of the planning via a Group 
on Facebook, so to live locally is not a prerequisite to helping with the organisation.
Contact person at Trinity College for enquiries regarding reunions is Mr Steve O'Dowd.

MEMORIAL LEAVES IN REFLECTION GARDEN

The first two leaves have been placed in the Reflection 
Garden, near the chapel.   

Families of former students or staff, of Trinity College or St 
Joseph’s College, can apply to have their deceased loved 
one's name printed on a ‘leaf’ which is then attached to 
the stone. 

The details are all available from our website http://www.
tcc.vic.edu.au/about-us/chapel-and-reflection-garden or 
by contacting reception.

Possible Reunions in 2018

Graduation Class 2008
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Helen Paatsch hands in the keys
As a former student, or staff member, you will be aware 
of some aspects of the enormous contribution Helen 
Paatsch made during your time at Trinity College. Her 
involvement in the school spans almost five decades and 
encompassed varied roles both as a staff member and 
a volunteer. At the close of Term 1 we farewelled Helen 
from her role as Manager of the Archives and Helen 
talked about her time with the school and the changes 
along the way.

“It’s an entirely different time, but we’ve still got the same 
basic needs – for the children to be cared for and educated 
– and it seems to me that Trinity does that well”  – Helen 
Paatsch.

Helen can recall a time when Trinity College was a boys-
only school, when St Joseph’s College came to share the 
site, and later the transition to a co-educational facility.

In 48 years of involvement as a teacher, librarian, board 
member and more recently manager of the archives 
and author of 'Looking Back, 50 Years of Trinity College 
College', Helen has seen the evolution of Trinity College 
into today’s thriving educational facility. This devoted 
tenure of service to Trinity College came to an end on Holy 
Thursday – a significant day on our Catholic calendar – but 
also the last day of Term 1.

Helen retired from her role as Manager of the College 
Archives and handed in the keys to the purpose-built 
archive facility after more than twenty four years 
of voluntary record keeping. Helen’s contribution is  
significant as it goes back to her initial role as a teacher 
which morphed into a teacher librarian. Retirement in the 
mid-90’s and the pursuit of other interests, included time 

as Colac Otway Shire Councillor and Mayor.

Like most things in life, when you show an interest in 
something such as record keeping the role tends to get 
pushed your way. That was very much the case for Helen. 
Initially she showed interest in looking after the books the 
early school attained and she was asked to formalise the 
library resources.

This responsibility built over time and the St Joseph’s 
building became Helen’s home amongst the books. The 
library is now named in honour of Helen and her husband 
Frank, who gave endless hours to the school in a voluntary 
basis.

Alongside this, Helen developed a sense of responsibility 
for maintaining the historic documents of the school and 
the archives were formed. They have been housed in 
various cupboards, buildings and rooms around the site 
but today can be found in a purpose-built room adjoining 
the maintenance department. It houses student and staff 
records, building plans, financial records, photographs, 
uniforms, memorabilia and trophies.

Helen is a member of the Mercy Archivists Association 
of Victoria and she had difficulty in adjusting from the 
mindset of a librarian to that of an archivist, which she 
believes are two very different creatures.

Regarding her replacement, Helen believes the challenge 
for anyone working in archiving will be in which format 
to save material. “How will they play DVD’s in the future 
and what will come next is a challenge they don’t seem 
to have resolved,” Helen stated. “There is a thought that 
paper has had its day, but paper will last for a very long 
time if it is stored correctly, so it will be interesting where 

Mr Tim O'Farrell and Mrs Helen Paatsch.

Mrs Helen Paatsch, in the library in 1983.



The Triune 14 Trinity College Colac

it goes from here,” she said.

Helen lived through the introduction of computers into 
the school and recalls that the first two were housed in the 
Science area. This had a profound impact on the library 
as staff no longer had to hand-write overdue notices but 
could produce a list once a week using a program housed 
on a floppy disc. Computers gradually took over the entire 
library operation.

Today we find each student in the school has a personal 
device and we all know that computers and technology 
impact on many aspects of our lives. People who maintain 
archives benefit from development in technology. “The 
pace of change with technology has been the most 
remarkable thing I’ve witnessed in my time at the school,” 
Helen explained. 

While technology, and even social change continue to 
gather pace, Helen believes the primary purpose of the 
school has never altered. “It’s an entirely different time, 
but we’ve still got the same basic needs – for the children 
to be cared for and educated – and it seems to me that 
Trinity does that well”.

Helen Paatsch OAM (for services to the Colac community) 
retired from the school setting at the end of Term 1 but 
has no plans to put her feet up. In recent years she has 
published histories of the Colac Botanic Gardens and 
of Trinity College. She is President of the Friends of the 
Gardens Group, a member of a French Conversation 
Group, a Finance Committee member for the St Mary’s 
Parish, a Shakespeare enthusiast and an avid gardener 
among other interests. 

She will continue keeping tabs on her grandchildren and 
soon to be two great-grandchildren. “I will be keeping 
busy,” explained Helen.

Trinity College Principal Tim O’Farrell said the school is 
deeply indebted to Helen.

“Helen has worn many hats in our school and we were 

Looking Back
50 Years of Trinity College Colac by Helen Paatsch, OA

'Looking Back', written by Helen Paatsch and launched at the 50th Year Celebrations 
in 2017, sets out to explore the history of the College with its ups and downs and 
its journey from a boys’ school, that catered for fewer than one hundred students 
with a staff of three, to a dynamic co-educational College with a student cohort of 
over 700 and staff numbering ninety-five.

Copies of ‘Looking Back’ are available for purchase 
at Trinity College's Reception for $20.

thrilled and very appreciative when Helen volunteered 
to bring together the history of the past 50 years of our 
school for our Jubilee celebrations of 2017. She did an 
outstanding job researching, recording and writing our 
history in an engaging manner.

“I will certainly notice a difference at Trinity without 
seeing Helen in and around the College and I did spend 
some time, without success, trying to twist Helen’s arm 
to continue her role in managing our archives.  Most of 
her dedicated service is unseen by our students yet her 
contribution to our tradition has been enormous,” said 
Tim.

“We thank Helen for her enormous contribution to the 
school community over five decades. We have plans to 
redevelop the St Joseph’s building and the Paatsch Library 
later this year and while the library will be transformed 
the new building will carry on the great legacy created by 
Helen.”

Magazine Committee 1990
Back: W de Jong, D Brunt, C Morrissy, R Trotter, Mrs H 
Paatsch.
Centre: M Carrington, L Parker, J Jones, D Mewha, J 
Lenehan.
Front: K McGuane, A Forster, K Permezel.
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Staff Departures 2017
Noel McKay 

Noel, an old Collegian from 1976 to 1981, began teaching 
English, History and Religion at Trinity College in 1989. 
During his time at Trinity he took on various roles including: 
Middle School Coordinator, English Coordinator, Junior 
School Coordinator, Head of English, Literacy Coordinator, 
Year 10 Coordinator and Domain Head of Humanities. Noel 
was the school’s Daily Organiser from 2001 - 2006 and his 
attention to detail and meticulous planning saw him very 
successful in this role. It is hard to believe nowadays, but 
most of this was done with pen, paper and a whiteboard. 
From 2010 through to 2016 he held the position of Year 12 
Coordinator, a role in which he showed great dedication. 

As we reflect on his enormous contribution to the school 
there are many things which he will be remembered for 
by those who worked with him and by the many students 
he has taught. Noel used detailed and elaborate sketches 
in meetings which he said helped him ‘retain information’. 
Some will recall his voice breaking when getting to a 
particularly pertinent point at Year 12 level assemblies 
and his sheer delight when Term 3 began, and he could 
announce to all that “Dim Sims were back in the canteen”. 
He is a proud father of three boys and has touted the Alvie 
and Hawthorn Footy Clubs to anyone who would listen.

Noel had a profound impact on many students and 
his sense of humour was a fundamental part of his 
relationships. We are grateful for his enthusiasm, his 
dedication and his tireless commitment to the students. 
We wish him well as he continues his educational journey 
at Colac Secondary College.

Leonie O’Brien 

Leonie’s long association with Trinity College first began 
during her secondary studies from 1980 to 1985.   This 
association continued when she returned as a graduate 
teacher in 1989 to teach part time in Year 7 Science and 
Maths. From 1990 – 1994 she taught full time in the areas 
of Religious Education, Physical Education and Maths 
and then took leave to look after her young family. She 
returned to teach at Trinity part time and as her family 
of four girls grew up, was able to return to full time 
teaching. She embarked on further studies to develop 
her qualifications around Food Technology. From 2014 to 
2016, she was the Domain Head of the Creativity, Design 
and Technology Department.  

As well as Leonie’s amazing rapport with students, 
staff and parents, her energetic and inclusive approach 
extended to coordinating catering opportunities with all 
sports activities, sausage sizzles special food occasions 
and catering for the Ski Trip. Her positive approach was 
infectious, and her enthusiasm and competence saw a 
surge of interest in Food and Technology so the faculty 
flourished producing excellent results. Her practical 
approach and competent delivery was beneficial to all at 
Trinity College. 

In 2017, Leonie took leave to commence employment 
at St Ignatius College in Geelong. This change in her life 
was successful and we wish her all the best for her future 
teaching career and life beyond Trinity.
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Gerard McKenzie

Gerard has been the Business Manager at Trinity College 
Colac for the past twenty years and as one walks around 
the school and looks at the wonderful facilities which grace 
the site, we are reminded of the incredible contribution 
which Gerard has made to the College as it exists today. 
It was not only Gerard’s careful and meticulous attention 
to the school finances that has enabled this development. 
Gerard’s vision, research, collaboration and attention to 
detail have culminated in facilities which are second to 
none with the most recent additions the Jubilee Centre 
(which fittingly Gerard officially opened) and all-weather 
Oval and eight lane running track being testament to his 
efforts. 

While these remarkable ‘monuments’ reflect the talents 
of a very capable accountant and administrator, they do 
not tell the full story of Gerard McKenzie. 

Gerard’s humanity is his greatest quality. He is a husband, 
father and grandfather, or as he is affectionately known 
to his grandchildren ‘G-pa’. Gerard was also a secondary 
school teacher and it is this former occupation which 
has contributed significantly to his success as a Business 
Manager. Teachers are not always the easiest beings to 
work with as they do have a tendency not to like too 
much ‘red tape’. Yet Gerard saw that it was important to 
put sound and stable financial structures into place that 
would ensure that the College would continue to flourish. 
He was able to take staff with him on the journey, not 
only because he could display that it was important, but 
because he could walk with people and understand their 
frustrations, all in a good-humoured manner. 

Gerard’s contribution to the College has been an 
outstanding one and we wish him every blessing in his 
retirement. May it be filled with health, happiness and 
the company of family and friends and a win or two for 
Collingwood.

Judy Carter

Judy taught briefly at Trinity College in 1996, and then 
returned in 2008 to take up a position in the Mathematics 
Department, teaching across all year levels. In 2009 she 
commenced in the role of Daily Organiser and quickly 
became a valuable member of the Leadership Team.  
Judy achieved great success in this role as her meticulous 
attention to detail meant she worked diligently until she 
could assure each day, event or extra- curricular activity 
was planned to run like clockwork. Judy’s role as Timetabler 
has been immense and, again, her dedication and 
commitment to presenting a smooth running day, week, 
semester or year meant many months of logical thinking, 
study of computer programs and possibly ‘frustration’ in 
order for her to have the plan ‘fit’ together. Judy has been 
recognised for her love of teaching Specialist Maths in the 
senior levels and her expertise in all these areas will be 
sorely missed. 

Judy has a penchant for travel, is a fabulous cook and 
loves patchwork quilting and knitting.  

Judy is retiring from her career in teaching to spend more 
time with family members and to pursue her hobbies and 
interests whilst living life at a slower pace. The Trinity 
College community thanks her for her hard work and 
wishes her good health and happiness in the future. 

Seeking Contributions
Former students and staff are encouraged to 
contribute to 'The Triune' about their journey 

since Trinity College, or an aspect of that journey. 
Please consider sending in an article for inclusion 
in a future edition. Don't be shy, please put pen 

to paper, or fingers to the keyboard, so others can 
read your story. 

Email contributions to: alumni@tcc.vic.edu.au
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Vale - Sr Anne Arundell RSM
Deputy Principal 1987-1991

Former students and colleagues were saddened to hear 
of the passing of Sister Anne Arundell, Deputy Principal of 
Trinity College Colac 1987-1991, on 18th April, 2018.

Sr Anne worked with a number of our current staff and 
visited the school in recent years. Her last official function 
was for Founders' Day in 2013 (see photo below) when the 
College focussed on the work of the Sisters of Mercy who 
arrived in Colac in 1888 to establish two schools. 

Our 1991 College Magazine shares the following:

‘Farewell to a gentle lady:

For the past five years we have had the privilege 
of having Sister Anne Arundell as our Deputy, and 
sadly the time has come to say goodbye and wish Sr. 
Anne well in her new position as Deputy at Burnie in 
Tasmania. Those of us, both Staff and Students, who 
have worked with her, have come to realise that 
here we have a person who is truly a Sister of Mercy 
– working quietly away in such a fashion that we are 
bound to see something of the mercy and compassion 
of Jesus in the way that Anne has cared for each one 
of us.’

This article in the magazine really captures the person that 
was Sr Anne. In the years following her time in Tasmania 
she spent several years in Black Rock but was pleased 
to return much closer to her roots when she moved to 
Warrnambool in her final year. 

Sr Anne was born in Terang and was a very keen family 
historian who traced her family from the arrival of her 
grandfather from Ireland in 1854 before inviting all 
descendants to a family reunion in 1978 at Terang.  More 
recently she had manually transferred all this data onto 
a computer program, added new family members, and 
made this new information readily available to all those 
interested.

From the article in the College Magazine it is evident that 
Anne showed great care for the students and staff with 
whom she worked and she will be remembered fondly by 
her colleagues and those she taught.

May she rest in peace.

L/R: Sr Aileen Moloney, Bishop Paul Bird, Sr Helen Forbes, 
Ms Di Brebner, Sr Karon Donnellon, Sr Berenice Kerr, Sr 
Christine Taylor, Fr Michael O'Toole, Sr Anne Arundell, Mr 
Tim O'Farrell.

The black and white photo is from the 
1989 College Magazine and the 

recent photo is courtesy of the Sisters of Mercy.



The Triune 18 Trinity College Colac

4th Row: Abe Egberts, Andrew McIntosh, John Radcliffe, Brian Munn, Stephen Hill, Bernie Gartland, John Denholm, Br Shane 
Lavery, Leonie McGrath.
3rd Row: Arlene Walker, Jan Healey, Bernice Cuolahan, Helen Paatsch, Vince Dobson, Br Kevin Tuck, Maureen Muir, Geraldyne 
Gordon, Des Ryan, Lucy Seiz.
2nd Row: Liz Willis, Robyn Murray, Betty Marwood, John Russell, Kerrie Hammond, Andrew O’Brien, Peter Thompson, Chris 
Hoggard, John Arackal, Don Spalding, Debbie Hill.
1st Row: Noel McKay, Chris Crump, Jo McElgunn, Br Clem Barrett, Sr Anne Arundell, Margaret Cameron, Laurie Ryan, Marita 
McInerney.

Staff Photo 1989

SURFER
Finally I got to use my new board
in a whopping ten foot swell.
I was brave and ventured out
To what looked like sheer hell.
At last the wave came
the wave that I desired.
It raced up to me
the wave that I admired.
It was almost on top of me now
I knew that it was mine
And when I actually caught it
the feeling was oh so fine.
As I was racing along
I tried a sharp cut-back.
And when I fell off
I knew I hadn't the knack.
As I was swirling around
I thought "Gee I'm a knuckle head"
that was all I knew until
I was in the hospital bed.

(Ian Cartwright Year 9A - 1989)

How many former students recognise the surfer at the Year 10 Camp earlier this year? 
He is also in the staff photo above.
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Post Trinity College - Laurie Ryan
I left Trinity College at the end of 1990 to take up the 
position of Principal at St. Mary’s in Colac.  I spent a very 
rewarding and busy four years there.

At the start of 1995, Pam and I moved to Nguiu on 
Bathurst Island for me to start work as Co-ordinator of 
the Adult Education Centre attached to the Xavier School.  
Pam took over the running of the school canteen where 
she fed some 200 plus people each lunch time. This was 
the start of an 11 year stint working with adult and school-
age Indigenous people, something that we had always 
dreamed of doing.

Working with the Tiwi people of Bathurst Island was the 
start of the most rewarding time in my life as a teacher.  
At the Adult Education Centre, the Tiwis produced art 
work of varying types: screen printing, bark paintings 
and iron-wood carvings, all of which were sold in various 
places around Australia.  Artwork was done by both men 
and women. This meant many trips out bush to collect 
ironwood for carvings, bark for paintings, and ochre to be 
ground up and used as paint.   These trips often meant that 
we had to stop and eat - especially if the men managed to 
“get” a blanket lizard, a possum, a wallaby or some turtle 
eggs.  When this happened, we would stop, light a fire, 
cook the particular “tucker”, eat it, and then proceed with 
our collection of materials for our art.  As well, the Tiwi 
men made basic furniture, repaired bikes, and made the 
coffins for the many burials that took place.

Whilst there Pam and I became keen on fishing. We 
bought a “tinnie”- a small boat and outboard motor - and 
over the four years spent most weekends fishing and/or 
camping in swags around the island.  

There are two religions on Bathurst Island: Catholicism 
and football and both of them are followed with a passion.   
Most people have heard of the Tiwis and their football 
prowess.  Not many have heard the music at the Sunday 
Masses.  All the hymns are sung in the Tiwi language, with 
harmonies and rhythms that just seem to come naturally 
to the people.

At the end of 1998 we had the dubious experience of living 
through Cyclone Thelma as it made its way across the Tiwi 
Islands - an awesome experience yet one we don’t want 
to try again!

In 1999 we moved to Ltyentye Apurte, known to many 
as Santa Teresa, some 80 kilometres south–east of Alice 

Baptism of Little Ian, our Godson with his parents, 
Maggie and Billy. It is taken inside the Church at Nguiu.

Springs, on the edge of the Simpson Desert.   I took up a 
teaching position and Pam became a teacher’s assistant, 
and later, a supervisor of some groups of children doing 
School of the Air lessons.

Our five years there were full of wonderful, challenging, 
educational, happy and sad experiences.   This was also 
true of our years on Bathurst Island.   I could write a book 
on the many new and exciting things we experienced and 
learnt during our 11 years up north, especially during the 
10 years living with Tiwi and Eastern Arrentre people in 
Indigenous communities.

We spent the first half of 2004 at home here in Colac on 
study leave.  After that we returned to Alice Springs where 
I taught in the Middle School - Traeger Campus - of OLSH 
College, a secondary school run by the Marist Brothers.  
Pam worked as a Tour Guide at the School of the Air.

In our 11 years up north, we spent many weekends and 
all school holidays exploring and camping around many 
parts of the N.T., The Kimberley, and the northern parts 
of Queensland.

2006 saw us back home in Colac.  I worked at ACE (later 
named Otway Community College) teaching English and 
Maths around the Year 9/10 level, and ESL to many new 
arrivals to Australia.  Now retired, I spend time each 
week as a driving mentor with the Vicroads L2P program, 
supervising young drivers as they complete their 120 
hours of driving before going for their P plates.

Laurie Ryan, Trinity College Teacher - 1981-1990.
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Old Collegian - New Business Manager
First in a series of Old Collegians on Staff

Trinity College is thrilled to have an old collegian as its 
new Business Manager. 

David Testa, the son of Sam and Mary Testa, attended 
Trinity College from 1981 to 1986. After completing Year 
12, David lived in Queensland for 10 years. It was there 
that he met his wife, Bernadeen and graduated with a 
Bachelor of Business from the University of the Sunshine 
Coast. For the past eight years, David was employed as 
the Management Accounting Coordinator at the Colac 
Otway Shire. David and Bernadeen’s eldest daughter 
Abbey, commenced at Trinity College this year in Year 7 
and they have two other children at St Mary’s: Anna in 
Grade 5 and Liam in Grade 1. 

Even though David is busy settling into his new position, I 
have asked him to answer a few questions for us.

Do you have a favourite memory of a teacher, sporting 
event, excursion or camp you recall from your school days?

My days at Trinity were certainly a sign of the times, 
reflecting the ‘laid back’ nature of life at high school in 
the early 80’s. My favourite teacher back in Year 7 was 
old Brother Robinson.  ‘Robbo’, as he was affectionately 
known, had the all-boys classes entranced with his, at 
times, unorthodox teaching methods.

You knew you were in trouble when Robbo would stop the 
class after you’d been playing up, point towards the back 
of the room and say ‘down the back Brother’,  all done 
while he was looking out the window. At this stage it was 
up to you to work out that Robbo was actually talking to 
you and that you had to get up and stand down the back 
of the classroom for a length of time. The punishment 
scale would then escalate along the lines of either being 
asked to leave classroom (outside Brother) or line up for 
the dreaded ‘liquorice’ (up the front Brother). This was 
the last line in the discipline hierarchy and required you 
to stand with an outstretched palm and receive a sharp 
whack on the hands with a length of leather strap. The 
dreaded liquorice certainly worked a treat in those days!

But along with the tough love dished out by Robbo came 
the affectionate stuff. The breaks in class to sneak down 
to the Lavery Room for a quick boxing lesson amongst the 
boys or a stroll down to visit his beloved goat Clancy.

I also have memories of Robbo on yard duty walking 
around nibbling from a bowl of freshly chopped up garlic 
cloves - I’m thinking that was a great way to keep the 

kids away from him at recess and enjoy some peace and 
quiet. I certainly enjoyed my time here at Trinity and feel 
very truly blessed to be able to return to work at the place 
where I spent the most special years of my life.

In 1986 there were 428 students and not the building 
facilities that are here now. What do you see as the biggest 
change at Trinity since 1986?

The biggest change I’ve noticed here at Trinity since I 
graduated, other than the obvious expansion in facilities, 
is the impact of modern technology in the teaching space.

I can vividly remember the excitement of receiving our 
Casio scientific calculators in 1984 - boy were they the 
bees knees! No more looking up manual tables for 
trigonometry sums, all at the push of a button. What a 
long way we’ve come now with touch screen devices and 
user functionality we dared to dream of in the 1980’s. My 
family had only just purchased our first colour television 
and had the telephone connected at home just prior to me 
starting at Trinity in 1981, so the mind boggles at where 
we’ll be in another 30 years!

Have you and Abbey enjoyed your start at Trinity College?

My 12 year old daughter Abbey and I started a week apart 
here at the College and we are both enjoying our time 
immensely. I know Abbey has been overwhelmed by the 
change in her life from Primary to Secondary school but I’m 
a proud dad watching her adapt to her new environment. 

What are you looking forward to as you look ahead to 
future developments, as you join the Leadership Group at 
Trinity College?

As I progress in my role as Business Manager, I look 
forward to the new challenges the job will bring. Areas 
such as fee management and capital works projects are 
new to me and I will rely on my past experience in the 
finance manager/accountant space to get me through my 
day.
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Reflection: My Educational Journey
Second in a series of Old Collegians on Staff

“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may remember, 
involve me and I learn.”

― Benjamin Franklin

As a young girl, four years of age I entered my schooling 
not being able to visibly see out of the school bus because 
I was so little.  Eventually I grew to be able to see the 
amazing views of Red Rock and the District of Alvie where I 
was born and bred. I knew my journey was a long, winding 
road, one that led me to a place I would eventually call my 
second home - school.

I have literally been at school ever since entering. I spent 
my Primary years at the Alvie Consolidated School where 
my mother, Josephine Paatsch, taught for many years. I 
then moved to St Brendan’s School in Coragulac before 
completing secondary studies at Trinity College.

I completed a teaching degree and have taught locally at 
St Brendan’s School and Trinity College. This has given me 
the opportunity to give back to these school communities 
what they gave to me, a good education with caring 
teachers who showed compassion and dedication.

My years as an educator have been an amazing journey of 
learning, involving others and communicating effectively 
to educate students of a variety of ages from three to 
seventeen. 

My passion for teaching is a blessing and gift I treasure. 
Every day is different and every student is so unbelievably 
unique thereby giving you the opportunity to teach 
them individually, building confidence and character. 
The wonderful thing about learning is nobody can take it 
away from you and if you have a positive attitude you will 
always walk through life learning new things.

The students I was first teaching at the tender age of 20 
are now parents themselves and have had a huge impact 
on me. I remember them fondly and often reflect on 
Marion College, Ararat and the generous spirit they had.

I have seen many changes in my teaching career from the 
old ink duplicator to the modern day photocopier. The age 
of technology, which had its challenges initially, has made 
education fast and the high expectation of achieving things 
is increasing. The ever- evolving curriculum is part of my 
career, having seen it implemented into schools, changed 
and reviewed regularly. It is like a wheel that is continually 
turning that never allows you to become stagnant.

Students I am teaching now have had technology since 

they were young children and eager to learn. Trinity 
College has advanced technological resources which 
provide valuable  learning at the students’ fingertips. 
Trinity College is a modern, innovative school which has 
changed considerably since I was a student. The buildings 
have changed dramatically and the students have many 
opportunities with dedicated staff to help them with their 
own educational journey.

I view education as a crucial, life long experience of 
pleasure and patience. It helps you become strong in 
character and wise in worldly issues. Education unfolds 
like petals of a flower with the support of the sunshine. 
Teachers are like the sunshine helping the student to 
stand strong and shine dealing with the unpredictable, 
the highs and the lows, the twists and the turns.

It is a privilege to be part of the journey where you have 
the opportunity to inspire young people to develop 
responsibility, respect and positivity in our world. As an 
educator I have undertaken many and varied roles during 
my career, stemming from Sports Co-Ordinator, Music 
Co-Ordinator, English Co-Ordinator, Religious Education 
Co-Ordinator, Mathematics Co-Ordinator to the most 
recent one of Learning Enrichment Co-Ordinator at Trinity 
College Colac.

This current role has given me the unique opportunity 
to represent the students who have Special Needs and 
support any students who require extra assistance, 
primarily in the core subjects of English and Mathematics. 
The skills I have gained during my time as an educator 
have certainly helped me in this position. What a reward 
it is to work with the Trinity staff and families so closely to 
support children in their education.

After all, "Children are our future, teach them well and 
they will lead the way"...

Caroline Grist.
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Introducing: Steve O'Dowd
Hello everyone,

This is my first opportunity to address the Trinity 
College Alumni in my new role as Development and 
Communications Leader.

I have joined the staff at Trinity after various roles in 
industry which included media, marketing and public 
relations, sports administration and financial services.

I am very grateful to Principal, Tim O'Farrell and Deputy 
Principal, Cheryl Pefanis, for giving me an opportunity 
to join the Leadership Team as we work towards the 
promotion of the school and the great work of our 
students and staff.

My role will also involve connecting with past students 
and staff and sharing information with you all. If you have 
any stories, contacts or ideas for me I’d welcome your 
input.

My wife, Jill, is an Old Collegian, our eldest daughter Ruby 
graduated in 2016 and we have Bella in Year 8. I was a 
member of the College Board prior to taking up this role 
and as a result I felt I knew quite a bit about the school – 
that is until I joined the team!

I think from the outside the school system is a little like the 
duck on the pond – serene and graceful above water, but 
kicking like mad below the surface. That is how I would 
describe Term 1.

While I was trying to find my feet, having started a couple 
of weeks into the term, the school was running full throttle 
to complete its agenda prior to Easter. I have no doubt 
that both students and staff appreciate the term breaks 
to recharge and reset and we are now well and truly into 
the flow of Term 2.

From the outset I have been impressed by the dedication, 
professionalism and obvious care of the teaching and 
support staff. They have been extremely welcoming to me 
and I am enjoying working with them to better understand 
the goals and needs of each area of the school.

Similarly, I have been extremely impressed by the 
students and their willingness to take on duties within 
and outside the school. It has been a long time since I 
was in a secondary school environment but this group 
of students understands and embraces leadership and 
responsibility far better than I could have expected. They 
are great ambassadors for Trinity College and in my short 
time I have seen that displayed in a host of environments. 

The range of opportunities and possibilities they receive 
through their schooling here is endless and I am sure the 
two go hand in hand.

Schools are for learning and I feel that I have gone back 
to school in a real sense as I learn new ways of utilising 
my skills and adding value in different ways. I am enjoying 
that challenge and the support that comes from the 
people around me.

My role sees me heavily involved in communications 
both internally and externally and at any one time we 
have several projects on the move, along with the regular 
activities, camps, excursions and special occasions which 
we want to record and share.

The amount of information created, shared and stored 
in a school environment is vast and part of the challenge 
is using the communication channels available to us to 
keep our families and networks informed and connected. 
We are constantly reviewing how we do this and you will 
hopefully see improvements as the year progresses. I am 
always open to feedback and ideas so please contact me 
at any stage.

A quick plug for our annual fundraiser – The Car Raffle: 
If you are able to assist by buying a $10 ticket we would 
be very appreciative. The raffle is drawn on June 20 and 
in terms of winning odds you have a one in 6,000 chance 
of driving away in a new Corolla, which is far better than 
most large scale raffles.

If you are planning a reunion or want to get the process 
started please make contact and we will assist wherever 
we can. With the upgrades to the school in recent years, 
and more to come, there is plenty to see for former 
students that will add to a weekend of catching up with 
old friends.

Regards
Steve O’Dowd
Email: sodowd@tcc.vic.edu.au
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Back in Oz.... for now
College Captain 2001 - Eoin Blane
They say time moves too fast, and looking back now, I can certainly subscribe to this. The 
ritual ‘how was your day and what was the best thing you did at school’ conversation 
which would take place around the dinner table every week night at 6.30pm doesn’t 
seem to be that long ago. 

I attended Trinity College from 1996 to 2001 and co-captained my final year with Paige 
Dower (now Harris – see 3rd Edition of ‘The Triune’). I think back to this period with a 
lovely sense of nostalgia and consider myself lucky to have studied in such a supportive 
learning environment under the guidance of terrific teachers. I couldn’t have asked for 
a better educational foundation and have many fond memories of my secondary school 
years, the students and staff. 

After Trinity I went to university starting in Melbourne on a degree in Social Science and 
coming out the other end in New Mexico with a Bachelor of Business.  The jury is still out 
on how that actually happened, but in any case, I can comfortably confirm that this slight 
detour set a precedence for the 12 years that would follow.

I returned to Australia and continued to study, this time completing a Dip Ed in 
Primary Education. I then moved to the UK and taught for two years in both Exeter and 
Bournemouth. In 2010 I returned to Melbourne and taught for another year in a lovely 
bayside school before putting stick to satchel once again and heading out to central 
Australia to teach in a remote indigenous community. 

In 2012 I was fortunate enough to cross paths with Brother Barrett and spent a brief 
period of time living in Tanzania and teaching English at the Edmond Rice Sinon Secondary 
School. The last time I had been in a Trinity College principal’s office was for explaining 
why I thought it was a good choice to climb through the top window of the mathematics 
classroom during lunch break, so this time I am pleased to write it was under different 
circumstances. I think that’s called growing up.

After Africa I returned to Melbourne and back to my old school ready to settle this time 
round. Two years later I found myself in Noumea, New Caledonia teaching in a bilingual 
school and learning French and Polynesian rowing. All the grief I had previously put 
on my English teachers at Trinity was inadvertently being passed on to my new French 
teachers.  

Upon completing the academic year on the island, I moved to France for another two 
years, living, teaching and learning in Bordeaux and then Montpellier. Last December 
I moved back to Australia and successfully convinced my Melbourne school to find a 
classroom for me (on the condition that I surrendered both my Australian and Irish 
passports to the office). I am currently the proud teacher of 23 creative, enthusiastic 
and wonderful Grade Prep students.  

I look forward to the coming years with great enthusiasm but hope 2035 doesn’t arrive 
as quickly as the preceding 17 years did!

Eoin, enjoying the cafe 
lifestyle in the south 
of France (above) and 
ready for race day in 
Noumea, New Caledonia 
(below).

Eoin, sharing 
the classroom, 

with well known 
Australian, Peter 

Garrett.
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Where Are They Now?
Joanne Brumley (nee Dawes) (1999-2004) After 
graduating in 2004 Jo went on to complete her Bachelor of 
Nursing at Deakin University. She has worked for 10 years 
at University Hospital Geelong and is an Associate Nurse 
Manager in the Orthopaedic unit. Jo loves her chosen 
profession and caring and making a difference for the 
people of the Geelong community and regional areas. Jo’s 
love of music continued after school. She loves spending 
time playing the guitar, singing and writing songs. Jo has 
performed at many local events over the years and at 
weddings too. She feels she has to thank ‘Sophisticated 
Swing’ and the school productions at Trinity for providing 
her with the opportunity to build confidence and get 
experience performing in front of an audience. Jo enjoys 
intertwining her two loves, nursing and music, and you 
will often hear her serenading her patients in the hospital. 
Jo and her husband Ryan have just begun the new chapter 
called ‘Parenthood’ and are both smitten and delighted by 
their little girl Harper.

Edward Nolan (1998-2003)  Since leaving Trinity, Edward 
completed a Diploma in Hospitality Management at 
Swinburne in Melbourne. Whilst completing his Diploma, 
Edward worked at the Grand Hyatt Melbourne for almost 
five years and finished working in Guest Services, before 
transitioning into his current field of aviation. Edward 
gained employment working for Virgin Australia in 
2008 and is now a Flight Manager (Long Haul) travelling 
between Australia the USA, Middle East and China. 
Edward commenced long haul flying in 2009 for which 
he relocated to Sydney for close to five years. During his 
time with Virgin Australia, Edward has been fortunate to 
meet Sir Richard Branson on two occasions, which were 
certainly career highlights. Edward and his partner now 
live in Melbourne and have two gorgeous dachshunds - 
Stanley and Ralphy. 

Sandra Whitson (1965-1968) After completing 5th 
form at St Joseph’s College in 1968, Sandra commenced 
nursing training in January of 1969 at the Colac Hospital, 
staying there for four years including a staff year. In 1973 
she moved to the Mercy Hospital in Melbourne and 
completed Midwifery training. Sandra then went to Papua 
New Guinea in 1974 working with the Melbourne Mission 
at Bema for three years. The mission station was quite 
isolated with weekly flights in and out and the only regular 
communication out was twice a day radio contact or mail. 

Sandra thoroughly enjoyed her time there working with 
the local Kamia people. Upon returning to Australia, she 
worked for around seven years in the Maternity ward at the 
Geelong Hospital and then to the District Nursing Service 
working as a District Nurse and then Co-ordinator at the 
Corio Centre. Before retiring early in 2016 Sandra spent 
the last 11 years of her working life in Melbourne working 
at the Inner South Community Health Centre as a Case 
Manager in the Older Persons High Rise Program. During 
this time she was also an outreach worker for the elderly 
homeless and for older people who resided in rooming 
houses. Since her retirement she has built a house in 
Norlane and is involved in various local community groups 
and has made many friends and reconnected with some 
of her old nursing friends.

Janelle Willits (nee Russell) (1987-1992) Janelle was 
College Captain in 1992 and following completing Year 
12 she went on to study Occupational Therapy.  After 
graduating from La Trobe University Janelle moved 
to Bendigo and worked for a number of years within 
Bendigo’s public health service, specialising in amputee 
rehabilitation.   Janelle met and married a physiotherapist, 
and over the past 10 years they have established a large 
allied health private practice in Bendigo which offers 
physiotherapy, occupational therapy, exercise physiology 
and diabetes education services.  Janelle has four boys: 
Isaac, Oliver, Noah and Elijah, aged between 13 and 6. 
Janelle and her family are very settled in Bendigo and she 
is actively involved in the boys’ soccer and football clubs 
and managing her business.  Janelle has great memories 
of representing Trinity and bus trips to Melbourne for 
Victorian Schoolgirls netball under the guidance of the 
late Betty Marwood.   Janelle has continued to play 
netball until recently, when a knee injury forced her to 
prematurely hang up the Netburners! 

Eric Castricum (1978-1983)  After finishing Year 12 Eric 
took a gap year to earn some money so he could travel 
to Europe with his family before starting a Bachelor of 
Science at Deakin University in Geelong. After completing 
first year he thought the course wasn’t for him and he 
successfully applied for a traineeship with the SEC.  Eric 
started his traineeship as full-time study at Ballarat 
School of Mines and over the next four years was posted 
to various offices within the SEC. Eric has maintained a 
career in the Electricity Distribution Industry, surviving 
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through the break-up of the SEC and continuing with 
the various successors. He now works as an Operations 
Manager for United Energy and has had 32 years of 
continuous service from when he was a trainee. In 1990 
Eric married his beautiful wife, Irene, and they have four 
lovely children: Liam 20, Sarah 18, Emma 16 and Adam 
14. After originally living in Cranbourne for 14 years after 
they were first married, they have now settled in Narre 
Warren North. Eric’s direct family has grown but so has his 
extended family.  We wonder if he can recall birthdates 
for seven sisters, 11 brothers-in-law, four sisters-in-law, 28 
nieces and nephews and seven great nieces and nephews.

Joe Oliveri (1987-1992)  After finishing Year 12 in 1992 
Joe was pretty clear that university was not for him. Joe 
floated in and out of a few jobs around Colac before 
moving to Geelong where he studied to become a chef. 
He found his way into a number of kitchens, working 
around Geelong, before making his way down to Lorne. 
It was there that Joe developed an interest in other 
aspects of the hospitality industry and he took up a 
role of Conference Supervisor at the Cumberland Lorne 
Resort. Joe spent six years working with a number of high 
profile businesses, celebrities, sporting personalities and 
influential people. He describes the position as “a total 
blast” and he had so much fun working with the people 
he met, both staff and clients. Joe was lucky enough that 
working there gave him the freedom to enjoy both the fun 
and working aspects of life. Joe is a very big believer that, 
in life, everything happens for a reason. The Lorne stage 

of his life ended with him starting a business venture back 
in Geelong where he continues to own a cafe in Highton 
which has just turned 15 years old. Owning this cafe has 
opened a number of avenues for Joe, including the ability 
to travel. He has travelled around the world and achieved 
his ultimate goal of spending his 40th birthday in Italy. He 
was able to trace his family’s history and head back to the 
old towns where they lived and see the houses they lived 
in. Travel has had a huge impact on Joe's life but nothing 
will beat life with his partner Bec and their little boy Oscar, 
who has been the light of their lives. Joe and his family live 
in Highton and believes “Our home, is really our castle”. 
Without knowing what will happen in the future, they 
hope that it includes more travel adventures and ticking 
off several goals.

Thank you and Farewell (again)

Even though I officially retired at the end of Term 3 in 2016 I have been lucky enough to be working here casually, 
mostly due to Trinity College's 50th Year Celebrations last year and an unexpected staff change.

I have enjoyed this extension of time and I have loved connecting with former students and staff. Elsewhere in this 
newsletter Mr Steve O'Dowd has introduced himself. After collaborating with Steve on this edition, I am finishing up 
and handing this job over to him, as part of his much bigger role. I wish Steve well.

I do especially thank those who have contributed when asked, it makes the job of editor easier. Each edition so 
far have been quite different and it is hard to know exactly what direction it will take, because it depends so much 
on contributions. I have tried to be inclusive of all former students and staff. When searching for contributions I 
have looked through the Alumni Registration forms and sent out a whole bunch of emails. Sometimes I strike gold, 
but not always. I honestly encourage you to contribute where possible, you don't have to wait to be asked. Email 
contributions to either: sodowd@tcc.vic.edu.au OR alumni@tcc.vic.edu.au

Alumni Registration: Please encourage all former staff and students to register so that they receive the next newsletter. 
Registration is now easily completed online via the following link: www.tcc.vic.edu.au/trinity/alumni

Mary Day, Co-Editor, Edition 4.


